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Photo Essay & Artist Statement Drafting 
 
 

1. What is the subject of your photo essay?  
 
 
 

2. Why did you choose this subject? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Create a shot list. List 3-4 shots that will be important for you to capture your 
subject, tell your story, and/or advance your argument. Describe how you will 
compose and edit these shots. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. How can you arrange these photos in an interesting and meaningful order? Make 
some notes about their arrangement. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. What photographic techniques do you plan on using? Consider framing, angles, 
light and shadow, focus/blur, close-ups, and so on. 

 
 
 
 
 



Emory University        Dr. Sarah Harsh 

 
6. What editorial techniques do you plan on using? Consider contrast, saturation, 

filters, color scheme/ black and white, and so on. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. How will you title your photos? Will your titles be descriptive, evocative, or 
ambiguous? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. How will you caption your photos? What sources (if any) do you need to consult 
for your captions? Draft a few possible captions here.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9. What will be the challenges of this photo essay? How do you plan on overcoming 
them? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10. What do you feel is the most important message to convey in your Artist 
Statement? 


