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What is a digital photo essay?

❖ Tells a story
❖ Makes an argument
❖ Explores an idea

❖ Artist Statement
❖ Gallery Tour 

Image + Text



Options

❖ Public (social media)
➢ Conversations beyond the classroom
➢ Students create a separate Instagram account 

❖ Private
➢ Subject matter
➢ Students submit a Document or PowerPoint



Why assign a digital photo essay?

❖ Digital literacy
❖ Multimodal composition
❖ Larger audience 
❖ Language abilities
❖ Creativity and visual learning
❖ Enjoyable
❖ Effective



Is a photo essay right for your class?

❖ Place-based inquiry 
❖ Response to a text
❖ Express abstract idea
❖ Community engagement



Example 
Assignment 

Sheet
Included below



Scaffolding & Student Support

❖ Rental equipment
❖ Models
❖ Drafting: shot list
❖ Editing: photo lab
❖ Workshop
❖ Reflection

https://libraries.emory.edu/services/borrow-equipment.html


Example Student Work 

● Stirling

● Brooke

https://www.instagram.com/stirling_eng101/
https://www.instagram.com/brooke9629/
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